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Parish Council 
Church of the Holy Rosary Nativity of Our Blessed Lady 

1510 Adee Avenue, Bronx, NY 10469 
Minutes of September 7, 2022 

 
Present:  Fr. Dennis Williams, John Reide, Robert D’Alessandro, Mary McCabe, Cecile 
Rodriguez, Doris Werni, Esmond Waldron (HNS), Henry Schwalbenberg, Joe Perota, Millie 
Perota, Mary Ann Piti (Senior Club) 
 
Excused:  Tony Loscalzo (Finance Council), Linda Cahill, Sean Cahill, Barbara Guzman 
 
Guest Parishioners:  Richard Janniello, Zoraida Jorgge, Salua Jorgge, Donna Claire Chung, 
Donna D’Alessandro, Ivy Moreno 
 
Meeting led by John Reide, Chair 
 
Opening prayer – offered by Father Dennis Williams 
 
Verse of the Day – Heb 11:6 “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him” 
 
Hospitality provided by all attendees 
 
Call to Quorum by Robert D’Alessandro:  We have a quorum present and can vote on any 
motions. 
 
Minutes of June 1, 2022 were accepted (Mary McCabe and Donna Claire Chung) 
 
Volunteers selected to fill vacancies tonight and approved by Father Williams:  Richard 
Janniello, Zoraida Jorgge, Salua Jorgge, Donna Claire Chung, and Ivy Moreno 
 
Committee reports given by Black Ministry (Donna Claire Chung), Deanery Council Report 
(Mary McCabe), Holy Name Society (Esmond Waldron), Nursing Home Ministry (Robert 
D’Alessandro), Parish Life (Mary McCabe), Religious Education (Cecile Rodriguez), RCIA 
(Father Williams), Rosary Altar Society (Mary McCabe)  
 
Holy Rosary/Nativity of Our Blessed Lady; Holy Rosary Senior Club; Parish Council Report, 
September 7, 2022 
There is an update in the count for our Woodloch Pines trip, we now have 28 who will be going.  
I have sent an article for the church bulletin to ask for help to get our group started again.  I hope 
to start again in October.  I have submitted dates to Father Williams for the October, 2022 
through June, 2023.  Opening Monday, October 3, 2022.  Mary Ann Piti 
 
Topics Discussed: 

• Filling in of Vacant Parish Council Members:  Robert D’Alessandro spoke about 
positions needing to be filled.  It was mentioned in the bulletin but if these positions are 
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not filled then the Council number will be shortened but needs to be voted on by the 
members.  Tabled to next meeting.  Mary McCabe and Linda Cahill will no longer be 
Deanery representatives; this affects the positions on the Council.  Mary McCabe 
mentioned that maybe Holy Name members could fill these positions since the meetings 
are at night in the South Bronx. 

• Update from the Dinner Dance Committee on Brunch – Robert D’Alessandro reported 
that Father Dennis Williams decided there would be no Dinner Dance for the next three 
years leading up to our 100th Anniversary Dinner Dance in 2025.  This year’s Luncheon, 
in honor of the Feast of the Holy Rosary, will be at Portofino’s Rest. in City Island on 
Saturday, October 29th, probably around 11:30 to 3:30 so that parishioners can make the 
5 pm Mass if they want to.  The announcement will be in an upcoming bulletin and 
mentioned in pulpit announcements.  No invites will be sent out. 

• Update on purchase of a new stove:  Robert D’Alessandro reported that the Fire 
Department will be issuing a permit once they have inspected the installation of the stove; 
they have been a tremendous help.  But before that we have to maintain all fire 
extinguishers.  The company we previously used went out of business so Robert 
D’Alessandro is looking at a new company who will come and give prices but regulations 
are different for the two separate entities, the Fire Department and the Building 
Department.  The stove needs to be ordered before the Fire Department can come in, 
hopefully within the next week or two for the inspections and recommendations for 
upgrade.  The price should be less than $1000.  Mary McCabe mentioned that the Rosary 
Altar Society will be paying for the stove per Linda Cahill.  The stove will only be for 
Parish use, not for parties.  It will either have a top that covers the grate and has a locking 
mechanism or we will have a plumber install a gas shutoff switch. 

• Privacy Fence Screen for front parking lot:  Has now been received.  There is a delay in 
putting it up because two people are needed and Luis and Leo will try to schedule it in by 
next weekend.  It will have metal ties which will be used along with plastic ties.   

• Update on Portrait of Fr. Quarato in the Hall of Pastors in FWH:  Robert D’Alessandro 
reported that Linda Cahill now has a couple of pictures and is having prints made for us 
to look at, probably at the next meeting. 

• Discussion regarding donations for the Youth Club. 
• Richard Janniello requested that a bullet be added on the Agenda for a new ministry titled 

Adult Religious Study.  He is now having Catechism Classes and will begin the Bible 
Study on Sunday, September 25th and will continue every 2nd and 4th Sunday thereafter.  
Time will be from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. and it will entail the four Gospels, beginning with 
John. 

• Update on Spanish Mass:  400 people have signed the petition per Zoraida Jorgge and 
Donna Claire Chung. 

 
Pastor’s Comments:   

• We are not going to have a Spanish Mass; we do not want to antagonize any language 
group.  He proposed that the 10 a.m. (now 9:45 a.m.) Family Mass sometimes have music 
added from the non-English groups.  Because of the diversity of this Parish, he doesn’t 
want to favor any one group, therefore an idea is that music can be incorporated from 
various groups at the 9:45 a.m. Mass.  We used to have the Sermon directed to the 
children but maybe that can be revised.  All of this to be discussed with Fr. Rossi.  
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Nativity Church, of which we are a part of, have Spanish, Igbo and English Masses.  Here 
at Holy Rosary Parish, we have five different languages. 

• Regarding a second collection, he will consider having them again on a regular basis, 
maybe every other week e.g., building fund, youth group, etc.  Finances not terrible but 
not great so this would help. 

• He spoke with the Music Director about the loud music before and after Mass. 
• Thanked Richard Janniello for what he does by evangelizing people which is the real 

work of the Church.  It’s good that people come to Church for Catechism and Bible 
Study Classes. 

• He thanked Linda Cahill (in absentia) and Mary McCabe for their service in Deanery and 
also thanked Cecile Rodriguez for the Youth Club with Fr. Rossi.  And thanked Cecile 
again for supplying the red folders for the music pages, which have been put in the pews. 

• There will be no multi-cultural Mass but there will be a multi-cultural festival.  Before we 
had different booths with different cuisines, etc.; maybe some things can be revised.  
Possible timeframe would be on Pentecost weekend in April or May. 

• Has anyone seen Charlotte Fazio?  He would like to do something as recognition for her 
hard work in the Parish.  He will speak to Sean Cahill about taking over the Giving Tree. 

• He is opposed to having a collection during the weekday Masses.  Yes, Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel Church has them but they are being challenged for Sunday Mass attendance and 
collections.  He doesn’t want to do that here unless absolutely necessary. 

• He thanked Esmond Waldron, for the planting, weeding, etc. and hoped that this 
Saturday’s Family Festival Day is a wonderful success. 

• He will be away tomorrow, Friday and Saturday, in Pennsylvania and from October 10th 
to the 20th he will be away in Italy. 

 
There then followed a discussion regarding better attendance at Masses and what to do to 
encourage attendance.   
 
Robert D’Alessandro said that he is trying to get back into a routine for POTS.  Right now, some 
of the food is also being given to the Oblate Sisters to assist them in feeding some needy 
families. Some of the perishable food has also been given to the homeless people in the park 
across the street from the church. 
 
Closing Prayer for September 7, 2022 – offered by John Reide 
 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, November 2, 2022 at 7:30 p.m., FWH 
 
Volunteers for our next meeting: 
Opening prayer – Mary Ann Piti 
Closing prayer – Esmond Waldron 
 
Reminder:  If a member is unable to attend a meeting, please inform the Pastor (718-379-4432) 
or one of the Executive Board members. 


